The Mystery of the Haunted Castle

Once upon a time there was a boy called James, he was twelve years old and lived in a village with his Mum and Dad.   His Dad was an historian, who enjoyed investigating places from the past.  A year ago, his Dad had left their home, to visit a castle he had heard about in a nearby forest.  However, he had not returned, and James was worried about his dad.
After much agonising about what might have happened to his dad, James went looking for the castle.  Bravely, he started is journey and entered the gloomy forest which had a carpet of bark and leaves.  Every time he took a step the leaves crunched underneath him; the sound made him feel like someone was there with him.  Out of nowhere, his fears became true, he heard a deep dark voice that said, “This is a big mistake.” 
“What was that?” James said.
 “Don’t worry James, just don’t go to the castle” said the dark voice.   James refused to listen and carried on his journey. 
A few hours later, he arrived at the castle, he said to himself this is an ordinary castle. Why did the voice say this was a mistake? 
 James went in stealthily, so that he wasn’t seen or heard.  Even though he opened the door carefully, he hadn’t realised that it was on a spring and it slammed loudly behind him.  He saw something move, so he went to check it out, he murmured anxiously to himself “I’m not scared, I’m not scared.” He saw nothing but he heard a noise, he went to check it out, it led him to a dark figure.  The dark figure asked, in a dark voice “Where are your parents, aren’t you scared?” 
James replied, “No, where are you?”
The dark figure said, “Don’t worry, walk down the corridor and you will see”. 
James said, “What’s down there?”
The dark figure replied, “You will see, now go down there” James went down the corridor, he heard a squeaky noise, it was an old man walking towards him on the creaky floorboards of the grand hall. 
The old man said, “Hi little boy, what are you here for, don’t you know this place is haunted? This is no place for a little boy!”
 James answered, “It’s not haunted, there is no such thing as ghosts!”
The old man replied, “Yes, the ghost is your dad, he came here last year and never returned, remember?” 
James disappointedly said, “Yes I remember. “
The old man warned James, that is what happens to everybody and suggested that he leave quickly via the exit and to be careful that he did not get caught by the guards.
James asked, “Where is the exit?”
The old man said, “The way you came in but if you get caught, you have to stay in the castle, as a ghost for two years just like your dad.” 
James rushed to the exit, fearing for his life, but he got caught at the last second…






























Chapter 2 

James suddenly woke up with a pain in his head.  “Where am I?” screamed James. 
The old man answered, “You got caught by the guards, luckily they haven’t given you a drink yet”. 
James said, “Is there a way to get out of here?”
The old may said, “No, at least I don’t think so.” 
James looked around the room and the old man said, “What are you looking for?” 
James worriedly replied, “A way out.”
The man said, “I don’t think you will find another way, that exit was your only chance”. 
James said, “There must be a secret passage to get out of here, castles always have a secret passage!”
The old man said, “This is a highly secure castle, there definitely won’t be any secret pathways anywhere or anything to break out with”. 
James said, “There will definitely be one, there’s a secret passage in every castle”. 
The old man replied, “Not this one, I’m certain!” James carried on looking, he found a piece of scrap metal.  He thought to himself I can use this to break the door down and escape. 
The old man said, “Where did you find that?” 
James replied, “By the rusty, rubbish toilet, let’s try to escape!” 
The old man replied sadly, “No I’m staying here it’s too dangerous out there”. 
James declared “I’m escaping, bye!”
He hit the door with great power, has he swung the metal over and over again, at the door.  Eventually, the door was knocked down like a pile of Jenga bricks. James escaped and this time he didn’t get caught. As he was running away, he realised that it was selfish to leave the old man and should go back and insist that the old man leave.

Quickly, he rushed back to the castle.  This time he entered without fear and found the old man, in the same room that he had left him.  He grabbed him by the arm and said, “You have to leave, there is nothing here for you.”  Even though the old man was scared, he was happy that James had returned to save him.

As they were escaping, they saw James’s mum driving down the road.  She had seen them and stopped.  Mum was angry and said, “I was worried about you, you didn’t tell me where you were going!  You have been missing for days.”  James apologised and explained that his dad was trapped in the castle as a ghost and would return after two years.  The Old Man explained that the guards of the castle had a secret potion to turn any unwanted guests into a ghost. The guards had given his dad the potion in a cup of tea and his dad had drunk the tea unaware that it had the potion in. The guards hoped that rumours of people not returning to their homes, would deter people from visiting their castle. 

Mum drove them home and they waited for the return of their dad, which they knew would be another year until the potion had wared off.  James was happy that he knew where his dad was but also sad that he had to be a ghost for another year!

The End

