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Oak Class 2020
Curriculum Newsletter: Term One

Dear Parents and Carers, [image: ]

Welcome to Oak Class! It has been a funny old year and we are hoping that we can now have some stability and normality being back at school. Obviously there have been quite a few changes in routine which you will have received in a letter from Mr Clark, but we will try our best to repeat those that affect us in this newsletter.

Oak Class teachers are Mrs Hillsdon, who teaches on Monday and Tuesday, Miss Richards, who is covering Mrs Sand’s maternity cover, on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and Mr White our y4 Teaching Assistant.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact to any of Oak Team. 

Mrs Hillsdon, Miss Richards, Mr White

	English

Our class book is: 
Oliver and the Seawigs by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre

Within our writing we will be concentrating on sentence structure and punctuation. We will remind ourselves about clauses within sentences and be writing simple and complex sentences. We will look at types of verb and use them within our writing.

Reading 
Reading and understanding a text is a vital skill for your child’s future independence in learning and in life, but it needs to be continually practiced. Daily reading has been proven to have a noticeable effect on children’s reading and writing 
ability, as well as their vocabulary and understanding of punctuation. Please continue to ensure that your child does read every day and ask them questions about the texts that they read. 

Spelling
The children will continue to get weekly spellings in Oak class. These will be taken from the suggested words from the Year 4 curriculum and focus on spelling patterns included within these. The spellings will be sent home on Monday and we will test the children on Friday.  
	Mathematics
We continue our Power Maths journey this year, to bring a mastery approach to our maths teaching. 
This term pupils in Oak will be revisiting basic skills from Year 3 and then moving on to look at our number system – place value, rounding numbers and counting in various numbers such as 25 and 50. The mastery approach means we teach in smaller steps than we may previously have done ensuring that each child has a depth of understanding. We can then move onto challenging this understanding with reasoning and problem-solving situations.
Following this we will move on to addition and subtraction using larger numbers and improving our mental methods.

	Science
Our first science unit is ‘Animals including humans’, here we will learn about the digestive system, the functions of teeth, food chains and more complex food webs.

	
	
	Computing
This term we will be learning to program using Scratch.
	

	
	
	Music
Mrs Cripps will be teaching Oak class music on Fridays.


	
	
	R.E. 
This term the children will be looking at the Creation Story and reflecting on what Christians can learn from it.

	
	History
We are off to Ancient Greece for our history topic this term.
Our learning will include looking at where Ancient Greece fits in the timeline of the world, the county, its architecture, and the legacy it has left us. We will be learning about the life of Alexander the Great and using our ICT skills to research,

	P.E.
PE will be on a Tuesday afternoon. This term we will be playing hockey. 
We will look at the correct way to hold the hickey stick, how to dribble the ball and keep control and how to make careful passes.
 

	
	
	French
This term we will begin by reminding ourselves of all the French vocabulary we mastered last year, as well as adding new words on the theme ‘Around Town’. 










Homework 
Expectations of homework now include:
Reading –As part of the RALF initiative, children should read each day. We are considering the best way to record and share the children’s efforts and will confirm these with you asap. 
Maths – Mathletics practise will form the only maths homework set each week, alongside X tables.
Spellings – Children will receive their spellings on a Monday to practise in school and at home, which will then be tested on Fridays.
Topic – This will be set at the beginning of each term. Although this is not compulsory, we advise that the children engage in this home learning as much as possible as it will have a positive impact on their learning in class.  There will be a different activity for each week. Homework will be sent home during the first full week of Term 1 and is due in on a FRIDAY. This will be marked in class and the pupils will bring their homework books home for the following week’s work. 

Multiplication Tables
Year 4 have a government set multiplication tables test at the end of the academic year.
By the end of the 2020-21 school year, the children are expected to know their tables up to 12 x 12 with a 5 second recall. 
Expectations are:
By the end of Y2: 2x 5x 10x
By the end of Y3: 3x 4x 8x
By the end of year 4: 6x 7x 9x 11x 12x 

We will practise at school, but we ask that you also take as much time as you can to go through them at home. There are lots of websites where the children can play games, but nothing beats chanting them to get them to stick in their heads! 
We will put links to some multiplication games on Oak page on the school website.

Useful Reminders 

A positive start to the day 
As a reminder, Oak class timings are 8.35am – 2.50pm. Our register will be closed at 8.55am to allow us to start our learning.
It is very important that children are in school on time so they can start the day in a calm and settled manner.
Thank you for supporting us by ensuring Oak children arrive on time. At the end of the day we will bring them to the netball court section of the playground and will send them over to you as we see you – please bear with us while we get to know all of you! If you have siblings in the school, and therefore have been given a different collection or drop off time, we are aware of that so please don’t worry.

Learning Journals 
We will not be using blue books at the moment- this will be reviewed as the year progresses. If you wish to communicate with the Oak staff please use our class email address:

Oakteacher@west-malling.sch.kent.uk

If you have an urgent message that needs a response that day or to inform us of a change in who will collect your child, please let the office know by telephone and they will pass on the message. Thank you for understanding that we will be super busy in class and checking emails will mostly be out of school hours.

Snacks 
Please pack a piece of fruit or veg for your child to snack on at playtime.

P.E.   
Children are to come into school in their PE kits on Tuesdays. They can wear black leggings or tracksuit bottoms as it gets colder. A school jumper or cardigan should be worn over their white PE t-shirt.
Please ensure that stud earrings are removed on P.E. days and that long hair is tied back. We cannot be responsible for jewellery that is worn to school. If your child comes into school with earrings on a PE day and cannot remove them, unfortunately they will not be able to participate in PE lessons. 
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