WEST MALLING CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

25th September 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
Reading books
Your child has come home with their first book today.
The books they bring home will initially have no words. It is important that before they learn to read they are confident in some important early reading skills first.
Please. . .

· Find a quiet, comfortable place to share the book together. 
It is important that both of you can see the pictures.

· Model how to ‘tell’ the story using the pictures. 

· Ask questions about the story, the characters, the setting.

· Encourage your child to guess what they think will happen next or predict the ending.

· Encourage your child to join in. This could be with animal or sound effects. 
Bring the story to life!

· Let your child be the ‘storyteller’. They can ‘read’ the pictures to you or another sibling, a relative, friend or even a special teddy!

· Encourage them to say what they think the character might be saying. Then ask them to use the character’s voice. 
· Play around with sounds e.g. play ‘I spy’ with the pictures - “I spy with my little eye something beginning with ‘a’. Find things in the picture beginning with a.

· Some books may have the opportunity to explore rhyme. Make up little rhymes for the children to enjoy. E.g. ‘The cat put on a frilly hat’, cat/hat. The sillier the better!

Questions to ask:

· What can you see on the page?
· What is happening?

· Who do you think this person is?

· What are they doing?

· Where are they? Where are they going?

· How are they feeling? Why? How do you know?
· What do you think they might be saying?

· What time of day is it? How do you know? (E.g. Bedtime, it is dark)

· What time of year is it? How do you know? (E.g. Autumn, leaves falling off the trees)

· Do you like . . .? (Relate the activities in the story to your child and their experiences.)
When your child is ready to begin reading we will then send home books with words.

In line with the current guidelines, we can send books home. However, to ensure that we are as safe as we possibly can be, we will send home all books on a Friday, to then be returned the next Friday. These books will then be put aside for a week before handing them out to anyone else. 

In addition, we are very sad that we won’t be able to send home our lovely story sacks at present. Instead we have sorted a collection of storybooks. One storybook will be sent home with 2 school reading books for you to enjoy together. 
As books will rotate on a 2-weekly basis, please ensure you return all books on a Friday so that we continue to have enough books to send out.

Thank you for your support, we hope you enjoy learning to read together!
The Chestnut Team.
