WEST MALLING CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

2nd October 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
We continue to be impressed by how positive all the children are. They really are doing very well and enjoying school life.

Please find attached a letter regarding ‘keywords’ for this year and information below regarding assessments this year.
Baseline Assessment and ELG arrangements 2020-2021
Some of you may be aware from the news that the new Baseline Assessment that was due to be introduced this term has been postponed until next year 2021 due the ongoing pandemic. As a result, assessments against the Early Learning Goals will be made in the summer term as in previous years.
At West Malling we have opted to become an ‘early adopter’ school for the New Early Learning Goals (ELG) 2020. These are the goals that we assess all year R children against in July 2021 (the end of year R). These will be statutory as of September 2021 for all other schools. 
We are also involved in the Pilot of the Baseline Assessment which will be carried out in term 2. Details of the results of these are not shared with school and unfortunately not with parents either. 
We took the decision to be early adopters as we get a head start in preparing all the pupils and staff in the new expectations. They are not too different to the old ones but with additions about children being able to self-regulate themselves (talk about their feelings), more emphasis on children talking to each other and adults, explaining their thinking and looking at the children's physical abilities (fine motor and gross motor).  There is also a new strand in the Literacy on comprehension in addition to the current Reading and Writing. In the number strand, there is a greater emphasis on a deeper understanding of numbers and as a result the focus is only to 10 rather than 20, although counting beyond 10 is still encouraged.
We welcome the changes and think they are positive changes to the EYFS curriculum. This year we are now following Power Maths, which is in line with the rest of the school as well as these end of year outcomes.
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. Please use the class email to contact us:

chestnutteacher@west-malling.kent.sch.uk 
Key words
Alongside your child’s reading book, we would like them to start learning some key words in preparation for their first books with words. We will send words to learn for each term with the view to your child learning two words a week. At the end of the term we will check these words. We will learn and practise these in class as well.
These words are sometimes called ‘sight words’ or ‘tricky words’. They are words that will appear most frequently in their reading book. They are words that cannot always be sounded out and for fluent reading need to be read with speed. In Read, Write Inc. sessions they are also called ‘red words’. The children learn a little rhyme ‘You can’t Fred a red’.
To help your child learn these words try playing some games to make it fun. For example – 

· Make two sets of the words and play matching pairs, snap or even Bingo.

· Make the words using magnetic letters.

· Memory game. Turn over two cards, if they match win a point!

· Make a ‘car park’ on card with the key words written in each space. Ask them to ‘park their car’ in a space and read the word. 
· Sight word ‘Hop Scotch’. Instead of numbers use ‘tricky words’.

· Make a sight word ‘treasure hunt’ around the house.

· Put up words around the house. E.g. on the fridge, cupboard or even in the bath!

· When they start to recognise a few words, they may begin to build simple sentences e.g. ‘I like mum and dad’ or ‘I can see the cat’.

Thank you for your support.
The Chestnut Team
Words Term 1

Please use for matching pairs or to make a bingo game.

	I
	am

	mum
	my

	dad
	at


	I
	am

	mum
	my

	dad
	at


