WEST MALLING CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

November 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
Reading books and tricky words
Your child has come home with their first book with words in today.
Please continue to share these stories in the same way as the picture books. Look through the pages, take a ‘talking walk’ through the book, introduce the names of any characters or tricky words. Initially, you may want to read the whole story for them first. On a second read children may begin to read the words. When learning to read children will use some or a range of strategies as listed below. 
The books they bring home will vary in their focus. Different types of books will help them to practise different strategies and skills. For example:
· Blending (sounding words) E.g. c-a-t, cat

· Reading tricky words (words that can’t be easily sounded out).

· Using picture cues and initial sounds

· Repetition (A sentence that is repeated on each page with one word changed)

· Rhyme (The frog sat on the log)
· Using the context, predicting a word from “what makes sense?”.
You may need to model reading the words for your child to copy. This is fine and excellent for emergent readers. Always point to the words, then encourage them to repeat pointing to the words as well. As the children become a little more confident you may share the reading and encourage them to sound out or predict one or two words in the sentence. Predicting is an excellent early skill in reading. It involves using the context, first sound, what makes sense and then taking a ‘good guess’. As they gain more skill in blending and recognising their tricky words they can have a go at reading the whole sentence. 
Please continue to talk to your child and ask them questions about the pictures/story. It is an important part of their understanding and reading for meaning. For help on the types of questions to ask please refer to the reading letter sent earlier in the term.

Thank you for your support, we hope you enjoy learning to read together!
Mrs Penfold and Miss Penighetti
