
Dear Parents,

We hope you are well and keeping safe. Thank you so much for all the lovely cards and generous Christmas gifts. We hope you had a lovely Christmas even though it was a little different this year.
These are testing times but to quote from Frozen 2 ‘Some things never change and some things stay the same’. We are still your child’s teacher and we want you to know that we are here to support you in any way we can with your child’s online learning journey. Please don’t hesitate to contact us through the class email (chestnutteacher@west-malling.kent.sch.uk) at any time. We will check this email regularly throughout the day as well as in the evening. It will be the main point of contact for us and Tapestry will continue as a record of your child’s learning. 

Set out below is a guide to learning at home in Chestnut class. The Early Years curriculum in the classroom is very different to the rest of the school and to that end, it will look very different at home too. Learning through play is a vital part of a child’s development and it is essential they continue to do this at home. Stories are also highly important as they develop language, understanding and help them to make sense of the world around them. Please do ask questions about the story. 

Planning Grid
The main planning grid will be uploaded Sunday evening to the Chestnut class page of the West Malling website ready for the week. Any Videos/PowerPoints that are referred to will be uploaded daily ready for you to use from 9am. Any links to the Oak National Academy are already on line. Each day there will be a little extra challenge if you would like to use it. These will link to the areas of the Early Years Curriculum. 

Daily routine:
You may find it helpful to establish a routine just as we do in school but we fully appreciate that for some families and some children this won’t work. Parents, some of you will also be working from home, some of you will have more than one child in the house and these present different challenges. Do what you can and be proud of your achievements. 
Suggested timetable:
	Morning
	Afternoon

	9:00 Phonics (starter and activity)
+ Reading
	1:00 Power of Reading/Topic

	9:30 Child initiated activities – learning through play
	1:30 Gross motor – This could be a walk, bike ride or an online yoga/exercise session.

	10:00 Maths (starter and activity)
	2:00 Child initiated activities – learning through play

	10:30 Break and snack
	2:30 Story time or ‘Zoom’ with Mrs Penfold (wed)/Miss Penighetti (Fri)

	11:00 Child initiated activities – learning through play
	

	11:30 Story time
	

	12:00 Lunch 
	



For each session (Phonics/maths/topic) there will be a starter and an activity. The starter session will be in the form of:
· an online video using Oak National Academy or White Rose
· a video we have made or 
· a PowerPoint with our voice teaching as they watch the slides. Please play it as a slideshow. If using a tablet or a phone, you may need to download the PowerPoint app. Also, make sure your sound is up so that the children can hear our voices. Please let us know if you have any problems hearing the sound. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An activity will then follow. This maybe a worksheet or a practical activity. Please adapt any activity to suit your child. Encouraging them to use their toys for counting, for example, will help gain motivation. 

Reading
Bug club has been set up for your child and we will send you the log in details via email. This will give some online reading in the same way we sent home books. If you would like further reading the website ‘Oxford Owl’ also has a selection of free books. Select ‘Free ebooks library’, browse by Oxford Owl and choose Book band ‘pink’. We do appreciate that reading on a screen for young children is not ideal. If you are interested in buying any reading books please do contact us, we are happy to help. 

Mathletics
This is a resource that the school has used for several years and is very popular. Your child has been set up with an account and they will be able to access activities. Activities are set by the teacher. We will set them as they relate to the main learning focus. This may mean there is only one task set a week. However, we will refer you to other games for maths to play online should your child want to do this. 

Sharing/celebrating work - Tapestry
We look forward to seeing the learning/work your child does so please take a photo or a video and upload to Tapestry. We will always give feedback the same day for you to share the comments with your child. We are very happy for you to keep any work completed and send it in once we return. We look forward to seeing their work and celebrating their achievements!

We hope this is helpful in explaining the online learning for Chestnut class. Hopefully it will be only for a short time, we can’t wait to get back into class and welcome back your children! Please do contact us if you are unsure of anything, or would like further support/work. We also welcome your feedback on what works well so please do let us know if your child responds better to a video, PowerPoint, activity etc. We can then adapt and make it work for you all.

Thank you for your invaluable support.

Take care,

Mrs Penfold and Miss Penighetti. 




oo by o .
e vams o i & v e

T e
s i el i T e by
e T L T e

St gt it s d T T i
e o m  d o  o
Vot Ly o 5.0 3 e
e e e B e T T
e e i e e e &

P
g il e Sy g e i e f
oty vy . g s e e
ey 15 oyt o O g s
S S

ssmsne.
ooy o i ot 1 s e 0
o L e T
e et oo i e s et

e i

s

i e
R
T —— it o




