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Welcome to Willow Class! We hope you all had a wonderful summer break and enjoyed the sunshine! Please find below the information on our curriculum at the start of the school year. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to speak to Miss James or Mrs Lofting.

	English

This term we are reading the book ‘The Journey’ by Francesca Sanna. We will be focussing on her use of illustrations to support the text and how we can interpret what is happening by just using the pictures. We will be writing poetry, a descriptive account and letters. This text touches on both challenging and emotive topics surrounding refugee’s experiences which I have found already that the children are highly interested in. Please refrain from buying the book and reading it with your children as our English lessons include a slow reveal throughout. 
 This term Spag will include reviewing prior learning and focussing on some common errors. We will aim to improve our sentences using a variety of vocabulary and punctuation throughout. 
Reading 
Reading and understanding a text is a vital skill for your child’s future independence in learning and in life, but it needs to be continually practiced. Daily reading has been proven to have a noticeable effect on children’s reading and writing ability. Please continue to ensure that your child does read every day and ask them questions about the texts that they read.

Spelling
To start off the year these spellings will be taken from the suggested words from the Year 3 and 4 curriculum to ensure they are confident in spelling these words. If your child finds these words less challenging, please encourage them to put them into sentences and check punctuation and spelling of the other words in sentences too. 
We will have SPAG lessons each day that will practise the words, find out the meanings and use them in different ways. 
No Learning Journals
Following the necessity and success of no contact book and introducing the use of individual class emails for communication, all Key Stage Two classes will be continuing to use this system going forward. Please use the class email to communicate messages directly to the Willow team. 
If you need to inform school during the day of a change to pick-up arrangements for that day, please also call the office as teachers may not have the opportunity to check emails whilst the children are in school.
This also means that there will be a new way for you to record reading and maths activity at home. This will now be recorded in the back of your child’s home learning book with the date and your initials in the relevant box. Teachers will then be able to keep track of this along with other home learning as books are handed in weekly. 

	Mathematics

Mulberry class will be starting the term with work on place value within 100,000. We will move in the term working on subtraction and addition with 4 numbers and estimating what the answer could be.
Towards the middle of the term, we will continue our work from Year 4 on statistics focusing on using graphs and interpreting data into a table. 
We will be working on our multiplication and division. We will be focusing on the difference between multiples, factors, prime numbers and cube numbers and how these can help when working out a calculation. 
We will finish the term by recapping the difference between perimeter and area and using lots of different techniques to work out the answer. 

	 Topic
The Roman Empire

This term in history we are continuing our work on the Romans – primarily focusing on the Roman Empire. We will start the term by recapping what we already know from Year 4 and building on our knowledge on the republic versus empire and what they were. We will go onto looking at the Roman army and how they grew to be so successful. We will look at Julius Caesar and how he contributed towards the Roman Empire. 
Towards the end of the term we will look at what happened in Pompei and why is was so significant in Roman history. 


	
	Science

 This term our science focus is Animals including Humans. We will work through the term by looking at the human lifecycle and discussing the different developmental stages humans go through from birth to old age.
	Latin
we are very excited to be starting Latin this term. We will be doing this through learning about a Roman family and where they live. 



	
	R.E. 
this term’s R.E topic is God- What does it mean if God is holy and loving?  The children will be making connections between biblical texts and Christian ideas of God, using theological terms. They will look at how the church features strengthen Christian’s beliefs about God and the impact of Christian songs and how these songs relate to the bible texts studied.
	PSHE
the theme in Jigsaw in term 1 is Being ME in my world. Year 5 wil look at facing new challenges positively and how to set personal goals. They will explore the right and responsibilities as a citizen of their country and as a member of school. They will understand how their own behaviour affects themselves  and other and the impact this can have on a group. They will complete a class Jigsaw charter and know how the class and school can benefit from a learning charter.

	
	P.E.
Our PE will be on both a Monday and Wednesday
This term we will be focusing on Gymnastics on Wednesday and our other PE slot will be our swimming sessions on a Monday afternoon.
Please ensure that your child comes in school in a full PE kit on these days. Stud earrings are removed on P.E. days and long hair should be tied back.

	R.E. 
This term’s R.E topic is God- What does it mean if God is holy and loving?  The children will be making connections between biblical texts and Christian ideas of God, using theological terms. They will look at how the church features strengthen Christian’s beliefs about God and the impact of Christian songs and how these songs relate to the bible texts studied. 







Homework 
Expectations of homework now include:
Reading –their own book or using Bug Club
Maths – Mathletics, Times Tables Rock Stars or other maths sent home.
Spellings – As mentioned above, children will have some spellings that have been sent home which will then be tested in school each week.
Spellings are sent home on a Tuesday and we will test the children on a Monday- this means they have the weekend to learn them which may help some of you with busy schedules!
Topic – This will be set at the beginning of each term with a different activity each week.
	
Useful Reminders and Dates…

A positive start to the day 
Please help us to have the best start to the day by ensuring your child arrives at school before the register at 8.55 a.m. If your child is unwell please contact the office on the first day they are absent. It is vital that your child arrives promptly. Guided reading takes place from 9am each day, if your child is late, they then miss out on important reading activities. 

Early work
Each morning, during the 10-minute registration time the children will have some ‘early work’ to complete- this could be calculation or times tables practice, some SPaG or word work. 

Snacks
Please pack a piece of fruit or veg for your child to snack on at playtime.
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