LI: To explore graphic novels
· I can understand how to read the text in comics/graphic novels.
· I can use what I know about a text to explore my own ideas.
· I can say what I like or don’t like and why.

Friday 26th February

Session 1

1. Watch Video 1 of me reading the next part of the book, then tell your adult:

a. Is there anything you like about the text so far? 

b. Is there anything you don’t like about it?

c. Is there anything that puzzles you or makes you want to ask questions?

d. Are there any patterns or connections that you’ve spotted?

2. Now that you’ve seen two of Traction Man’s adventures, what do you think he could get up to next?

3. Using some props/toys that you have at home (or drawing/making some if you don’t have any animal toys), act out the adventures that Traction Man has had so far and then use some different props/toys and locations around the house to explore what could happen next… When you’ve decided on a scene you really like, take some photos of it and add captions to them – like the style of the story so far.

4. Look at the video again and pause on one of the pages – how is the layout of the text different to other books you have read? What do you think about the layout? Notice how the narration is in boxes and the actions/speech are in the bubbles. 

5. Mini Grey, the author, has been very clever in the way she has used nouns – what do ‘Planet Duvet’ and ‘Evil Pillows’ tell you about these ordinary objects? Talk to your grown up about it… 

6. Can you make up your own characters and settings using objects from around the house? An example might be: The Chair of Doom. When you have named some, stick labels on the objects with the new name (don’t forget capital letters!) and take some photos.




Session 2

1. Watch Video 2 and then think about the questions you answered earlier in session 2 – do you still like it? Has anything changed? Go through the questions again to see if you still feel the same.

2. Comics and graphic novels often have heroes as some of the characters – do you think Traction Man is a hero?

3. What other stories with heroes do you know?

4. What makes superheroes special? 

5. How do they help people?

6. What do they use their special powers for?

7. Now it is time to think about your favourite hero… what does he/she do that makes them heroic? 

My favourite hero is:
because…

8. Create a ‘role on the wall’ for your chosen hero – you can draw any outline you like, just remember that feelings/personality go on the inside of the shape and appearance goes on the outside of the shape. I’m looking forward to pinning these on the wall in class!

9. Lastly, draw a picture of your chosen hero and label it with words to describe it – this could be looks, skills or personality. When you have finished, write a caption to describe him/her. For example: Traction Man – Generic action figure with dazzle-painted battle pants.

If you have some comics/graphic novels at home, spend time sharing them and enjoying them.
