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Glossary
circulating - Moving continuously around a space.

microplastics - Tiny pieces of plastic smaller than 5 millimetres.

pollutants - A harmful or poisonous material.

To find out more about ocean pollution, read the eBook ‘A Place for Plastic’
here!
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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is an area in the ocean which contains a huge
floating collection of plastic waste.

Size and Location
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is located in the North Pacific Ocean. It is
halfway between California, on the coast of the USA, and the island of Hawait
According to some reports, it is thought to be around 1.6 million square
kilometres in size. This is so big that it now covers an area of the ocean similar
to six times the size of the United Kingdom.

“The Great Paciic Garbage Patch is located between Hawaii and the west const o the USA.

What is in the Great Pacific Garbage Patch?
Most of the plastic is not large items like bottles or crates. A large percentage of
the debris is made up of ‘microplastics' - tiny particles that are smaller than
5 millimetres.

Most of these microplastics are the tiny pieces of larger items that have been
worn down over time. This can be caused by the sun, the waves and even by
sea creatures

Items do ot just stay floating on the surface. Different types of plastics can
float just below the surface or sink lower down into the ocean. Larger objects
include fishing ropes and nets that have been lost or dropped at sea.
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Did You Know...?
The garbage patch is formed due to the circulating currents found in the
oceans. Plastic waste that reaches these currents is trapped in a giant, slow-
moving whirlpool

The Clean-Up Operation
The largest attempt in history is now being made to understand and tackle the
problem. Researchers have been counting, weighing and sorting every tiny item
of plastic collected.

Larger objects are easier to remove from the ocean than the tiny microplastics.
However, if these larger items are not removed, they may break down into
smaller pieces.

Problems and Solutions
Plastic is cheap and fairly easy to make; however, it is very long-lasting. This
means it can remain in the environment for hundreds of years, so every piece
of plastic ever produced still exists today.

It is @ danger to fish, birds and other sea life because creatures confse tiny
plastics for food. The tiny microplastics absorb pollutants which make them
poisonous to marine life.

‘Some larger plastics can cause other types of injuries to creatures. The nets
floating in the ocean are known to entangle marine lfe with no means of
escape. Fish, sea turtles and dolphins are among the creatures most commonly
in danger from these ‘ghost nets'.

Of course, the best solution of all is for
usto tryto reduce the amount of lastic
entering the oceans in the first place. If
we aim to create less waste - to reuse
and recycle - then we can reduce the
‘amount of new plastics adding to this
and other garbage patches

‘Ghost nets' are found floating in the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch.





